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FROM THE VICARAGE   June 2016 

               HM The Queen's 90th Birthday 

The nation looks forward to celebrating the 90th birthday of HM The Queen this month and 
lots of events and services are taking place. Although her birthday is 21st April the official 
celebration is in June.  It is a tradition that was started by George II in 1748 and owes its 
origins to the British weather. George was born in November, and felt the weather would be 
too cold for his annual birthday parade. Instead, he combined his birthday celebration with 
an annual spring military parade known as Trooping the Colour. It is a tradition that has 
continued to this day. During the early part of her reign the Queen's official birthday was on 
a Thursday, but it later changed to a Saturday in June so that more members of the public 
could enjoy it.  
There will be a weekend of activities starting on Friday 10th June with a Service of 
Thanksgiving at St Paul's Cathedral for invited guests. This is also the Duke of Edinburgh's 95th 
birthday. Saturday is the Trooping of the Colour, which is the annual celebration of the 
Queen's birthday and on Sunday 12th there is the giant street party on The Mall in London for 
10,000 guests to celebrate the Queen's patronage of over 600 charities. A marvellous 
weekend of national celebrations. 
In our churches on Sunday 12th June there will be readings and prayers commissioned 

especially for the celebrations and in the afternoon in Burnby Hall Gardens at 2.00pm a BIG 

SING organised by Churches Together in Pocklington  – do come along and enjoy this very 

special weekend.  

The Queen is recognised as being committed to her duty and leading a life of service to 

others. As monarch she is the Supreme Governor of the Church of England and Defender of 

the Faith, a title and position going back to King Henry VIII. The monarch holds a special 

position in the Church of England making all the senior appointments on the advice of the 

Prime Minister, who is advised by senior church officials. This weekend we acknowledge the 

role played and give thanks for her many years of duty and service. We are reminded that 

Jesus came to serve and set us all an example of serving when he washed the disciple’s feet 

at the Last Supper, calling us all to follow his example of service.  

We are also reminded of our duty to love God and our neighbour as ourselves. The word duty 

may not be popular today but it is essential that we retain it in our everyday life. As a society 

and as individuals we do have responsibilities and duties which we need to carry out in our 

serving of others as well as the rights we also enjoy today. 

As we seek to follow the teachings and example of Jesus may we celebrate the call to serve 

and look at the many ways we can serve in our communities and towards all whom we meet. 

May we acknowledge our duties and responsibilities towards one another and to God and 

seek new ways of fulfilling them. 
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Enjoy the national celebrations for The Queen's 90th Birthday and as a church let us dedicate 

ourselves afresh to a life of duty and service to others and to God. 

There is a special prayer commissioned for the celebrations: 

Heavenly Father, 

as we celebrate the ninetieth birthday of Her Majesty The Queen , 

receive our heartfelt thanks  

for all that you have given her in these ninety years  

and for all that she has given to her people.  

Continue ,we pray, your loving purposes  in her, 

and as you gather us together in celebration , 

unite us also in love and service to one another;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord .                             

                                                                Geoff              
    

 

Jennifer Bean 
 
It was with sadness we heard that Jennifer had passed away on Friday 13th May after only 
a short illness. As the Verger at All Saints Church Jennifer was well known not only to the 
congregation but to the many families whom she always warmly greeted as they came to 
the church services, in particular the funerals and weddings for which she prepared the 
church. She was meticulous in ensuring the church was ready for the service, arriving early 
and staying late, always making sure the church was at its best. She was generous in all she 
did, giving her time, helping with tasks and always willing and cheerful. Her dedication and 
commitment are an inspiration. She will be missed by all  -  her kindness and loving support 
will always be remembered. May she rest in the peace of the Lord whom she loved and 
served. 
 
Jennifer’s funeral is at All Saints Church Pocklington on Thursday 2nd June at 12 noon. 
 
Geoff 
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We celebrated our Wave of Prayer in the Lady Chapel on Saturday, 30th April. This is when 
we light a candle and say prayers for five Dioceses abroad and their leaders together with 
the Diocese of York and our President Olwyn. 
 
At our meeting on Tuesday, 3rd May the speaker was Mr. David Hebden of the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance. He showed us pictures of the Air Ambulances and how they were operated. 
The YAA currently have two helicopters in operation - one based at Nostell Air Support Unit, 
Wakefield and the other at RAF Topcliffe near Thirsk. Both of them can be airborne in just 
two minutes and fly at speeds of up to 160 miles per hour. They currently fly over 1,000 
missions per year - an average of 3 incidents every single day. It was a very interesting and 
informative afternoon. 
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, June 7th when our speaker is to be Mr. Martin Ratcliffe on 
his year as Mayor of Pocklington. All are very welcome to attend any of our meetings. 
 
A Date for your Diaries: York Archdeaconry Festival on Tuesday, July 5th at Heslington 
Church at 7.30 pm. 
 
With many Blessings 
 
Josie Penter 

 

 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 

anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 

ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 

know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 

will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
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Isn’t it wonderful to see new life throughout spring and summer?  It always feels so full of 

promise and new opportunities and gives us the energy to pursue new ventures and make 

plans.  In the last few weeks we have been talking with the children about perhaps seeing 

Jesus in a ‘new’ way. I think when we are very little it’s difficult to understand how Jesus 

may be relevant to our own lives.  We may enjoy some of the 

bible stories and remember some of the songs but what else?   

Well, one of the most influential things in our lives at a young 

age are our friends so we talked about Jesus being our friend 

and about us being a friend to Jesus.  We shared some fruit 

and discussed how it is so good for you – but that Jesus gives 

us fruit too; fruit of the spirit to help us to lead better lives 

and how we could use this gift of fruit – fruit for our bodies 

and fruit for our hearts. The children coloured some fruits to attach to the tree on our 

display boards.  

Another way we can become a friend of Jesus is through baptism.  Some of the children 

remembered attending a baptism so Geoff was usurped for a short time as one of them 

took on the role of vicar.  We thought it best not to use a real baby (we hadn’t undertaken a 

risk assessment!) so a doll was taken to the font and all the children pretended to pour the 

water from the huge jug and had a go at baptising our doll. Spring is a good time to talk 

about baptism, new life and being born again as a friend of Jesus.  We have examples of 

new life all around us at this time of year and the children really enjoyed being able to 

touch these things, take a look inside the font and ‘have a go’.  

So our friendship with Jesus is a two-way relationship.  But children work very much on the 

visual and it may seem strange to be friends with someone we 

can’t see. As well as speaking to our friend Jesus through our 

prayers we need to be just as good at listening (difficult isn’t it). So 

how do we know that God is talking back to us?  Well, sometimes I 

think we just know what is right but that’s a difficult concept.  So 

we started by looking at stories in our bible – where angel 

messengers have been sent from God, where God’s voice has 

been heard and where God appears in a dream.  Jacob’s ladder 

was a fun story and the children attached images of angels, God 

and Jacob to our ladder picture as we tried to remember that, 
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even though we can’t see Jesus, he is a friend who will never leave us and has made a way 

for us to get to heaven. 

Dear God, thank you for the fruits of the spirit and all the gifts you give us.  Help us to use 

these gifts to help others and to help us grow closer to you.  Help us to tell others of our 

new life as your friend and we pray that they will find the way too.  Amen 

Kirsty 

COME TO THE BIG SING 

WITH THE LOCAL CHURCHES 

SUNDAY 12th JUNE 

2.00pm 

BURNBY HALL GARDENS, POCKLINGTON 

AND LET US CELEBRATE 

 

       Pocklington Singers Summer Concert on Sat 25th June 2016 at 7.30pm 
                                               All Saints' Church Pocklington               

                           Admission on door at £7 adults, £4 concessions and £1 children                              

                                                       Interval refreshments available                          

                                      Ann Roberts ,Publicity officer  Pocklington Singers 

                 

                                                           Electoral Roll 

A number of people have noticed that their name is not on the Roll as displayed on the 

noticeboard. Could I suggest that a form is obtained from the Office and once completed 

handed to Marilyn for my attention.  

 

David Brown  

       

                                        Please note  
The deadline for the July edition is 9am Friday 17th June and 
should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com                                                                                                                      
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Flying Man Festival in honour of Pocklington’s infamous flying man, Thomas 

Pelling  

The weekend was a special occasion for the Church when the building and the grounds 

were used for the education, enjoyment and culinary delights of visitors. 

A weekend when the aroma of freshly cooked bacon, the endless cups of tea and coffee 

competing with festival beer and the soothing taste of ice cream tickled the taste buds . 

For those wishing to be educated the History Society, the Camera Club, the Red Kite 

exhibition and the simulated glider trip provided the answer. 

Outside the views from the top of the Church were thrilling as was the teddy bear ride 

down the zip wire  

The pavement activities provided youngsters (and not so young) with moments of 

excitement and pleasure. 

Not content with the many day time activities, we had a double musical delight on Friday, a 

very challenging quiz on Saturday and a World War 2 veteran speaking on Sunday.  

Behind the scenes the flying man committee worked hard to ensure that everything went 

smoothly and the final outcome …..£5800 for the Church coffers –see large noticeboard. 

Yes it needed a lot of planning and hard work but if the weather is kind (which it was) the 

tiredness is worthwhile  

A very big THANK YOU to all who played a part in a very successful weekend.  David Brown 
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Barnabas the encourager by Rodney Nicholson 
 

ONE of the loveliest characters in the New Testament is the apostle Barnabas. His real 

name was Joseph but he got the nickname Barnabas which means “encourager”. Few of us 

would complain at such a nickname because encouragement is a beautiful activity. I 

remember a sunny Tuesday in June eleven years ago when I was walking the 

Leeds/Liverpool canal. In fact, I was celebrating my sixtieth birthday by walking 60 miles for 

Christian Aid - taking two days over the adventure. By the latter half of the second day I was 

growing weary, but then my mobile phone rang. “How’s it going? You’re doing a great job.” 

Faiza, a delightful Asian journalist, covering the walk in the local newspaper, was calling me. 

Her encouragement put a fresh bounce in my step, at least for a bit longer. Sportspeople 

too know the value of being cheered on. It can make all the difference between winning 

and losing. 

 It is good to encourage one another – indeed the Bible tells us to. The Devil 

discourages, sowing doubt and negativity but the Holy Spirit puts fresh heart into us. We 

can make a significant difference to the whole ministry of our church simply by telling 

people that we appreciate them. This is not flattery or “putting on the charm”, because we 

are being honest and sincere. Offering encouragement counteracts something which 

human beings – including Christians sometimes – are rather good at: finding fault! Maybe 

our tendency to criticise is the way in which sin so often shows itself. 

 I remember years ago a PCC complaining about the poor quality of the church hall 

cleaning. I thought they were unfair because they failed to realise that the design of the 

building made it hard for the place always to look clean. However, one or two members 

wanted to send a letter of complaint to the two ladies who cleaned. I said, “Please do not 

do that. I will speak to them.” Wherever possible, we do not want letters of complaint but 

letters of appreciation and encouragement. Criticism depresses and squashes. 

Encouragement lightens someone’s load and makes them feel, “Maybe I’m not doing such a 

bad job after all”. Over the church, I spoke quietly to the two ladies concerned. They 

accepted they could do a bit better, in spite of the building’s problems, and things did 

improve, although eventually the hall had to close. 

 So, let’s all be a Barnabas and compliment, say four people, this week. We are simply 

recognising the presence of Christ in them.               

Archbishop’s real father revealed by Rodney Nicholson 
 

EXTRA-marital liaisons are not recommended but, without a certain one that took place 

early in 1955, we would not have had our present Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. 

He was born almost nine months after Gavin and Jane Welby’s wedding and until a few 

weeks ago, Gavin was assumed to be Justin’s father. A suspicion about his paternity had, 

however, been aired, which led to DNA tests confirming that his real father was Sir Anthony 
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Montague Browne, Sir Winston Churchill’s last Private Secretary, with whom his mother 

had had a fleeting affair.  

Justin Welby had an unhappy childhood, with alcoholic parents, Gavin and Jane, who 

divorced when he was three. Gavin, who had custody of his son, was described by the 

Archbishop as “always unpredictable, sometimes very full of rage and anger”. He was 

briefly engaged to the actress Vanessa Redgrave whose mother called him “a pretty rotten 

piece of work”. He died of drink-related causes in 1977. Justin Welby’s mother, now Lady 

Williams, has been in recovery from her alcoholism since 1968, living, in her son’s words, “a 

life of great blessing and wonderful support”. Lady Williams, who has served on the Parole 

Board and as a magistrate called the revelation “an unbelievable shock”. 

The future Archbishop inherited both the natural features and leadership qualities of 

his true father, Sir Anthony, who died in 2013. With Gavin as his father, it is inconceivable 

that we would ever have heard of Justin Welby, who called his story “one of redemption”. 

From the tragedy, in his father’s case, and near despair in several lives, his story bore 

testimony to the power of Christ to liberate and redeem. What matters is my true identity 

in Christ, the Archbishop said. 

We believe in a God who can turn unhappy events around. It happened in the book 

of Genesis when Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, not knowing that they were part 

of God’s salvation plan for the world. It happens when, out of the tragedy of a broken 

marriage, a new beginning is possible. Restitution may have to be made for the past, and a 

good deal of grace and humility applied, but with God those tears of grief can pave the way 

for tears of joy.  

It happened supremely on the cross when God turned human cowardice, violence 

and power-lust into the means by which the kingdom of heaven is opened to all believers. 

Every Communion service draws us nearer to the God of new beginnings. . Redemption is a 

glorious reality. Through Christ the miracle becomes true. 

                   

 

A potted history of the people and personalities, places and events of the 
Pocklington Group of Churches by Phil Gilbank  
 

The creation of the Pocklington Group of Churches by the amalgamation of the previous 

Pocklington and Londesborough groups mark a new beginning for worship in an area that 

has a long and rich Christian tradition that goes back almost two thousand years. The 

churches of the new group have served generations of local worshippers - and in some 

aspects very little would have changed in terms of Sunday services or the rural 

congregation’s lifestyles through the centuries. But the group has conversely overseen 

numerous notable milestones in Christianity in East Yorkshire, and produced several 

influential individuals who have had a much wider impact on the world. 
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The area has a history of continuous settlement for some 5,000 years, and remains abound 

from the Neothlithic, Bronze and Iron ages – with the Bronze Age earthworks at Huggate 

and Grimthorpe hillfort overlooking Givendale among the most notable. And many of our 

current Christian festivals, customs and sites are based on the practises, holy springs and 

wells, leys and shrines of our prehistoric local forefathers. 

The local link with the rebirth of Christianity in AD627 is well known, with the Southeby 

Cross commemorating the first Christians being baptised in Pocklington Beck by Paulinus. 

This followed the conversion of Northumbria to Christianity after King Edwin’s high priest 

destroyed the North’s main shrine to Woden just up the road at Goodmanham. 

 But Christianity’s roots in these parts go back even further. The Romans arrived in 

AD71when they crossed the Humber and established a fort at Hayton. This was followed 

by the development of Roman villages at Shiptonthorpe and Hayton, dozens of villas and 

farmsteads dotted across the district, and the building of a Roman temple and guest 

house at Millington, as the area flourished throughout the Roman age. The Romans had 

hundreds of gods for every conceivable task and occasion (for example they had a god of 

opening a door, and another of closing a door) and worshipped a mixture of official, 

native and mystical religions. Christianity became increasingly popular in Roman Britain 

(particularly with the troops who marched up and down to Hadrians Wall along the road 

that follows the line of the A1079) and it survived savage persecution, then emerged 

triumphant when Constantine declared it the empire’s main religion in the second 

century. 

When the Romans evacuated Britain at the beginning of the fifth century, their influence 

lingered on in many parts, but Anglo-Saxon and Viking cultures took over in the 

succeeding centuries, with Saxon churches springing up across the district. The Victorian 

builders of the new porch at Pocklington reported uncovering Saxon foundations, while 

several of the village churches, including Nunburnholme, are undoubtedly also built over 

the site of Saxon edifices. Nunburnholme and Londesborough have rare gems from the 

Anglo-Saxon/Danish age, with the ninth century Nunburnholme Cross containing both 

Christian and pagan scenes.  

The new group structure also sees Pocklington return to its ancient former role of being at 

the hub of an ecclesiastical area that contained a number of village churches. From the dark 

ages through until reorganisation under Archbishop Walter de Grey in 1252, Pocklington 

was a minster church that housed a group of clergy who cared for nine surrounding parish 

units and eleven churches. 

Several of these churches had appeared in Norman times, which was a time of great 

Christian expansion. Numerous churches built in the period – Pocklington contains a little 

Norman work, while Millington, Givendale, Huggate, Londesborough, Shiptonthorpe 

(Shipton and Thorpe were separate townships until they were combined into one parish in 
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1876) and Kilnwick Percy all contain some degree of Norman work and carvings in the form 

of impressive naves, arches and doorways. The similarities to much of this stonework has 

led to the belief that there was a school of Norman stonemasons working in or around 

Pocklington in the second half of the 12th century. 

In addition the period also saw the growth of monasticism. The Augustinian priory at 

Warter was founded in 1132, by Geoffrey Fitz Pain (better known by his nickname 

‘Trusbut’) from the Norman noble family that settled there after the Conquest. Warter 

Priory, where monk Stephen de Eiton was a noted 13th century historian and chronicler, 

became a prosperous, and at times controversial institution (in the early 16th century the 

monks were implicated in a series of local murders). Nunburnholme was founded around 

1150 by the de Merlays, lords of Morpeth and Brunham, but it remained the poorest 

monastic house in Yorkshire – though it did claim to own a piece of the Holy Cross within its 

collection of relics. Both were dissolved by Henry VIII on the same day in August 1536, but 

this was exceedingly unpopular with the local population. The Pilgrimage of Grace was a six-

month rebellion against the crown’s policies, which included gentry and commoners from 

across the north gathering on Market Weighton Hill in October before moving south to 

confront the king’s forces. At its height the uprising totalled 50,000 armed rebels, and 

included a band of local men led by the village rector forcibly breaking into Nunburnholme 

(which by then had already been sold) and reinstating the prioress. It is likely that Warter 

was similarly reoccupied by force and two of its canons were executed when the rebellion 

was subsequently crushed. The monastic houses had been endowed with land throughout 

the area which were taken over or sold by the crown, and today there are numerous farms 

in every parish that include the name ‘Grange’ which were originally a farm owned and run 

by a monastery. 

Pocklington church contains the stone of the prioress of Wilberfoss nunnery, dissolved in 

1539, reputedly moved to All Saints to pacify her ghost by being near the remains of her 

unrequited love John Dolman. Dolman, from Pocklington’s leading family, was a 

distinguished clergyman who became Archdeacon of Suffolk, and a leading lawyer who was 

Cardinal Wolsey’s auditor of causes (his brother, George, was reputedly a York monk) who 

obviously left a permanent and living memorial in the form of Pocklington School, however, 

the legend of the Prioress’s ghost and the Archdeacon doesn’t really stand up in fact – John 

Dolman was buried in St Paul’s Cathedral where he was also a resident canon. While Henry 

VIII dissolved all the local monasteries, the reformation was extended under is son, Edward, 

and guild schools, such as Pocklington, were also confiscated but Pocklington was saved 

after a legal battle fought by the founder’s nephew.  

(to be continued) 
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                                 June Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 5th   9.15 am Family Communion (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 12th   6.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP)   
 26th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 5th    9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 19th  2.00 pm Baptism 
 Huggate  
 5th    9.15 am All Age Worship 
 12th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW)  
 19th  9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 26th   9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Londesborough  
 5th   10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 12th   10.45 am Morning Prayer (BCP)  
 26th   10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
 12th  9.15 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 26th   9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Nunburnholme 
 5th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 19th  10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 
 
 Pocklington 
 5th  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 5th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
 12th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 12th   2.00 pm  Churches Together “The Big Sing” 
 12th  4.00 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 19th  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 19th    10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW)-Tear Fund  
 26th   10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 26th  4.00 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)  
  
 Shiptonthorpe 
 5th    10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 12th  10.45 am  Special –Queen’s Birthday 
 19th   10.45 am  Special –Father’s Day 
 26th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 

 24th April  Esme Elizabeth Knowles                       (Pocklington) 

 24th April  Daisy Elizabeth Harriet Wilkinson        (Pocklington) 

    

 

 

We have united in Marriage through the love of God: 

29th April   Stuart Speck and Bryony Olivia Wareham                   (Pocklington)         

1st May    Anthony Joseph Downie and Natasha Joy Taylor     (Pocklington)    

 

 

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

        27th April  Paul Sinclair Walker         (Pocklington) 

        3rd May  Joan Gertrude Kendra     (Hayton)  

        6th May  Deborah Jane Sharpless     (Huggate) 

        18TH May  Arthur Frederick Smith      (Pocklington)    
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2016 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £13.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £27.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £13.00 
 Marriage Service.  £415.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £178.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00 
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

 Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington  
Church office  

01759 306045 

      Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer David Brown 305521 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrator Marilyn Hollingsworth 306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger    

For all Church and Meeting Rooms bookings  

 Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/

